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DATES AND HOURS/ARRIVAL/DISMISSAL
 

A. All pupils in grades k through 5 may begin to enter the building at 9:20 on the first day of
school. The official hours for the school day will be 9:30 a.m. to 3:35 p.m.

B. All children, whether they ride the bus, walk, or are brought to school by private auto,
are not to arrive prior to the times listed above and must not linger past the stated
dismissal time. There is no adult supervision before or after school hours.
Parents/Guardians requiring before and after school care may arrange for this through
the School Age Child Care Progrth̀





DIRECTIONS FOR SCHOOL BUS RIDERS
The following directions are being offered here so that every child and parent/guardian knows
precisely what is expected in the way of proper student conduct related to the use of school
buses. All parents/guardians are asked to periodically review the directions to help us ensure
safe and pleasant school bus experiences for their children. This is reinforced at school on a
regular basis.
 
FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH THESE DIRECTIONS CAN AND WILL RESULT IN THE SUSPENSION OF A
CHILD’S BUS PRIVILEGES.
 
A. All pupils on a school bus are under the authority of its driver and are required to follow the

driver’s instructions. The driver, as well as the Principal, have the right to assign seats. It is
the District’s practice to sit elementary students in grade order from the front of the bus to
the back. Kindergarten students must sit in the front seats. Family members are
encouraged to sit together due to limited seating.

B. Complete order must be maintained on the bus at all times so that the driver is not
distracted from his/her primary duty of safely operating the bus.

C. Misconduct by pupils makes them liable to be reported by the driver to the building
Principal which may then result in the suspension of a child’s bus privileges or other
disciplinary action.

D. All pupils are to use only their regular bus and established stop location, unless they have a
written request by their parent and permission of the building principal or his/her designee
to do otherwise. Permission for a bus pass will not be given if the additional child would
create overcrowding.

E. Pupils approaching the bus from the opposite side of the road are not to cross the street
until the bus has come to a complete stop and the driver signals them, at which time they
are to immediately cross in front of the bus.

F. Once on the bus, pupils are to seat themselves quickly, buckle up and to remain in that seat
until the bus has come to a complete stop and it is time to get off. They should not switch
seats between bus stops.

G. Children should not hold a seat open for another pupil.

H. No part of the pupil’s body or belongings are ever to be extended out the bus window.

I. Children should not throw objects on, from, or at the bus.

J. Pupils are to help keep the bus clean and free of any damage.
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K. Pupils are expected to be reasonably quiet, polite, and courteous in their speech and
behavior with the driver and fellow pupils on the bus and with their neighbors at the bus
stop.

L. Unacceptable behavior includes: shouting and screaming, name calling, pushing and
shoving, poking, hitting, fighting, spitting, abusive language, and any other behavior
generally deemed to be disruptive, impolite, or discourteous.

TRANSPORTATION
Problems or questions concerning school busing should be directed to the office at
631-382-4252 or directly to the Transportation Office at 631-382-4100.
Additional contact numbers are:

● Smithtown School District Transportation Office: 631 382-4100 - 8a.m.-4p.m.
● Town Bus Company: Big Buses - 631-862-2019 - open until 7 p.m.

● Suffolk Transportation: Mini Buses - 631 737-0695 ext. 16 or 17 - open until 7 p.m.

Bicycle Riders: Parents/Guardians are advised that it is NY State Law that all bike riders must
wear a helmet when riding their bikes. A note must be sent to the school giving the child
permission to ride his/her bike to and from school. It is the parent’s/guardian’s responsibility to
make sure that his/her child wears a helmet when riding a bike. If a child does not wear a
helmet, he/she will not be allowed to ride his/her bike home from school.

Bus passes will be issued for emergency purposes ONLY. In the event a bus pass is requested,
please include the other child’s full name and bus number. Occasionally, emergencies arise
which require a parent to call the school and ask for a bus pass for a different bus. Bus passes
are not permitted to accommodate play dates. Verbal requests for bus passes will not be
granted except in emergency situations.

If you would like your child to be considered as a walker for the school year, Please submit a
note to the Main Office at the beginning of the year.

IDENTIFICATION TAGS
Identification tags have been previously sent home to be worn by youngsters who are entering
Kindergarten. Please continue to have this tag pinned to your child’s outer clothing for the first
week or two of school. It is a good idea for new entrants to also wear some type of
identification.

Parents/Guardians are to print either their child’s bus number and bus stop location, or
“walker/car transportation” on the tags.
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EMERGENCY CLOSING, LATE ARRIVAL, EARLY DISMISSAL



http://www.schoolnutritionandfitness.com/index.php?sid=1504220208390
http://www.schoolnutritionandfitness.com/index.php?sid=1504220208390




DISCIPLINE
Please review the Discipline Philosophy below. We will also review these expectations at
school. Your cooperation in reinforcing the philosophy and issues of the school stated are very
much appreciated. Your child benefits when he/she hears consis





BIRTHDAY/CLASSROOM CELEBRATIONS:
We recognize that your child's birthday is a special day and want to make them feel recognized
and special on this day. We also recognize that there are certain times of the year that we would
like to celebrate with a class party. However, we have more and more children who have food
allergies.  Some children have multiple food allergies.  It has become a challenge to ensure the
safety of these children.   The PTA and school staff have discussed the many health related
needs of our students and our commitment to their safety in our school setting.  To that end,
we are establishing the following common practice regarding food sharing in our classrooms:

● All food brought into school must be store bought, in the original package and
pre-approved. This does not apply to your own child’s lunch or snack.

● Classroom teachers will determine how they will recognize each child's birthday,
however food will not be a part of the classroom celebration.  Some examples of
how we will make your child's birthday celebration special may include some of
the following ideas:  special student of the day, line leader, wear a birthday
crown, class made book about the special person, name on our school wide
birthday bulletin board, a prize from the principal's treasure box etc.

● The birthday child may bring a special snack for him/herself to be eaten in the
cafeteria during his/her lunch period.  Please do not send in a special birthday
snack for the class.  There is no need for you to do anything...we will make it
special here at Dogwood!

● All celebrations, special events, and activities that involve food will be
determined by the classroom teachers in collaboration with the school principal
and under the supervision of the school nurse. Any food brought in for a holiday
celebration, must be store bought, have the original packaging and the
ingredient list and receive prior approval from the teacher and nurse.

● At no time will food prepared at home be served in the building.

● Please do not send goodie bags to school for us to distribute. We do not have
the time or staffing to be able to go through them to ensure safety.

PARENT/GUARDIAN AND STUDENT ASSEMBLIES
Due to the limited space at our school it is difficult to accommodate large audiences during our
assemblies. Fire code regulations prevent us from allowing guests and children to accompany
parents/guardians during some evening assemblies. Siblings will most often have the
opportunity to view the same assembly earlier that day. So every parent/guardian may have an
equal opportunity to view their child, we ask that you please respect our request. Siblings will
not be able to view events, such as, the Kindergarten end of the year event and the fifth grade
Moving Up Ceremony. Guests will be
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PESTICIDE NOTIFICATION LAW
New York State Education Law, Section 409-H, effective July 1, 2001, requires all public and
nonpublic elementary and secondary schools to provide written notification to you, regarding
actual use or potential use of pesticides throughout the school year. In addition, the Smithtown
School District is required to maintain a list of persons in parental relation, or any of its faculty
and staff members, who wish to receive a 48-hour prior written notification of specific pesticide
applications which will occur in the School District. In addition, we must also provide







For behind the parent stood the school, and behind
the teacher – the home.

~Author Unknown

18


