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Updated June 2022 

New York State Diploma Requirements Applicable to All Students Enrolled in Grades 9-12 

Credit Requirements 
(Apply to all diploma types:  local, Regents, 

Regents with advanced designation) 

Minimum 
number of 

credits

English 4 
Social Studies 
Distributed as follows: 

U.S. History (1) 
Global History and Geography (2) 
Participation in Government (½) 
Economics (½) 

4 

Science 
Distributed as follows: 

Life Science (1) 
Physical Science (1) 
Life Science or Physical Science (1) 

3 

Mathematics 3 
World Languages  1(**) 

Visual Art, Music, Dance, and/or 
Theater 

1 

Physical Education 

http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/appeals-safety-nets-and-superintendent-determination
http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/appeals-safety-nets-and-superintendent-determination
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/coronavirus/nysed-covid-19-regents-grad-req-faq.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/coronavirus/faq-january-2021-regents-examinations.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/state-assessment/faq-june-august-2021-assessments.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/coronavirus/faq-january-2022-exemptions.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/memo/curriculum-instruction/flexibility-use-2021-22-and-2022-23-regents-examination-scores-satisfy
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/faqspecialappealtoearndiplomalowerscoreregents.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/special-determination-graduate-local-diploma-june-2022
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/state-assessment/faq-cancellation-regents-exam-ushg-framework-622.pdf


Updated June 2022 

Assessment Requirements 
Regents Diploma for 

All Students 
Regents Diploma via 

Appeal for All Students 
Local Diploma via 

Appeal for All Students 
Local Diploma for 

Students with a Disability 
Local Diploma via Appeal for 
 English Language Learners 

REGENTS EXAM or passing score on a 
Department approved alternative 

# of 
Exams 

Passing Score 
# of 

Exams 
Passing Score 

# of 
Exams 

Passing Score 
# of 

Exams 

http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/diploma-and-credentials-summary-requirements.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/appeals-safety-nets-and-superintendent-determination
http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/appeals-safety-nets-and-superintendent-determination
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/diploma-and-credentials-summary-requirements.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/state-assessment/approved-alternative-examinations.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/memo/curriculum-instruction/flexibility-use-2021-22-and-2022-23-regents-examination-scores-satisfy
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INTRODUCTION
We are excited to offer our middle school parents and students the opportunity to begin making 

course selections for next school year. Please be sure to review the section of the course selection guide 
that relates to each student’s current grade level. 

CHALLENGE BY CHOICE
The Smithtown Central School District’s educational program strives to provide all students with the 

fundamental academic skills and knowledge required for their maximum educational development and 
the opportunity to develop their interests and abilities to the fullest extent according to their potential. 

The district’s Challenge by Choice initiative has been developed to assist our students in selecting 
courses that will help them to reach their highest potential. This course selection guide contains 
information on course offerings, specifying all prerequisites, difficulty levels, course content and course 
expectations. Students will receive departmental recommendations based on their academic record 
and current progress. Students interested in engaging in more challenging coursework by enrolling in 
accelerated course offerings and who have taken the prerequisite course(s) may make those selections 
during the scheduling session. Students are encouraged to discuss their interest in taking more 
challenging coursework with their current classroom teacher, parents/guardians and school counselor.

Once a student has made his/her course selection(s), there is no guarantee that a future request for a 
course change can be accommodated.

We encourage students to pursue excellence and rigorous academic experiences. Should you have 
additional questions regarding course selections or program expectations, please remember that 
teachers, counselors, building administrators and departmental administrators are available to assist 
you.

PREREQUISITES AND DEPARTMENTAL RECOMMENDATIONS
To guide students in making course selections, each course in the program guide includes any 

prerequisites. Prerequisite courses must be completed to gain entrance into a course. 
Departmental recommendations are intended to provide guidance to both parents and students as 

they consider enrolling in challenging coursework.

REGENTS/FLACS AND FINAL COURSE GRADES
The district encourages all students to strive for success when taking Regents and/or FLACS 

examinations.  In an effort to encourage students to pursue their personal best, the district affords 
students the benefit of recalculating final course grades when they retake a Regents or FLACS 
examination in future testing administrations and earn a higher examination score.  This practice 
applies only to Regents and FLACS examinations that are factored into final course grades and does 
not apply to locally developed final examinations.

All final course grades are calculated at the conclusion of the school year with either the actual 
Regents or FLACS examination grade or an “F” (as a final exam grade at one-ninth) in the case where 
a student is absent from the examination.  When an absent student takes the Regents and/or FLACS 
examination in a future examination period (in most cases, August), the final course grade will be 
recalculated using the actual Regents and/or FLACS examination score.  In cases where an August 
examination is not available (e.g. Physics Regents, FLACS examinations), students who are absent due 
to an excused absence will be offered the choice to take an alternative final examination or wait until 
the next Regents or FLACS examination administration and have their final course grade determined 
accordingly.
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Students will make course selections in two areas for seventh grade:

1) STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics)
•  Project Lead the Way – FS/EE (Flight and Space/Energy and the Environment)
• Pre-Algebra

Students take an additional course in STEM in seventh grade. The district offers all students the ability 
to continue their Project Lead The Way (PLTW) experience from elementary school through our grades 
6-8 Technology program. Students who are interested in experiencing an additional PLTW course will 
select PLTW - FS/EE. Students who are interested in accelerating their course of study in mathematics will 
select Pre-Algebra. Students will receive a departmental recommendation from their mathematics teacher 
based on the current level of performance and possible readiness to engage in accelerated mathematics 
coursework.

2) World Language
 • French
 • German
 • Italian
 • Spanish

In preparation for the language selection, students will receive presentations during the school day from 
our World Language teachers and Director of World Languages, ENL, and Library Media Services about 
the four language offerings. This decision is important as it results in at least a two-year commitment to 
the language. Students will make a first and second language choice. Students are not guaranteed their first 
language choice.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

What are the high school graduation requirements for language?
•  Students who successfully pass the seventh- and eighth-grade language courses along with the FLACS A 

Assessment are granted one unit of high school credit, the minimum requirement for graduation.
•  Students who successfully complete three credits of a world language and pass the FLACS B Assessment 

meet the language criteria for a Regents Diploma with advanced designation.
•  
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PRE-ALGEBRA (MS3160)

Grade 7 - Full Year (Alternate Days)

Prerequisite: Math 6

Students will focus on linear functions, polynomials and select topics in geometry. Pre-
Algebra will be taken in addition to the regular Math 7 program that all seventh-grade 
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In all courses, listening, speaking, reading and writing skills are developed through a variety 
of activities that target both the language and the culture of the people who speak it. The 
seventh-grade language courses cover one-half of the Level 1/Checkpoint A curriculum. Students 
are granted one (1) unit of high school language credit, providing they pass the FLACS A 
assessment at the end of grade 8.

FRENCH 7 (MS5300) 
Grade 7 - Full Year 
Prerequisite: None

French is the official language in 29 countries and is spoken by one of our largest trading 
partners, Canada. Approximately 45 percent of English vocabulary comes from French.

GERMAN 7 (MS5200)
Grade 7 - Full Year 
Prerequisite: None

German is spoken by more than 200 million people worldwide and is the official language 
of five countries. Germany has the largest economy in Western Europe. English is a Germanic 
language and more than 25 percent of U.S. citizens are able to trace their heritage back to a 
German-speaking country.

ITALIAN 7 (MS5100)
Grade 7 - Full Year 
Prerequisite: None

Italy represents the eighth-largest economy in the world and fourth-largest in Europe. Italy 
is also a leader in culinary arts, interior design, fashion graphics design, furniture design, etc. 
Italian will open your mind to the world’s most famous artists and writers.

SPANISH 7 (MS5000)
Grade 7 - Full Year 
Prerequisite: None

Spanish is spoken by more than 350 million people in 21 countries on four continents and is 
the second most-used language in international communications. Latin American countries are 
experiencing strong economic growth.
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Grade 7 Parents/Students
Course Selections for Grade 8

Students will make course selections in the following areas:

1) English
• English 8
• English 8 Honors 

Students will receive a departmental recommendation for either English 8 or English 8 Honors based on current 
progress in English 7. Parents and students are encouraged to speak with their English teacher to help make the most 
informed selection possible.

2) Mathematics
• Algebra 1 (must have taken Pre-Algebra)
• Math 8

Students who are enrolled in Pre-Algebra will receive a departmental recommendation for either Algebra 1 or Math 
8 based on current progress in Math 7 and Pre-Algebra. Parents and students are encouraged to speak with their Pre-
Algebra and Math 7 teacher(s) to help make the most informed selection possible.

3) Science
• Biology 
• Science 8*

 *Students who select Science 8 will also select one of two Project Lead The Way courses. Students enrolling in Biology 
will have their lab portion on alternate days, so there will not be availability to select a PLTW course. 

   Project Lead The Way 
  •  Project Lead The Way – AC/MD (App Creators/Medical Detectives)
  •  Project Lead The Way – GA/ME (Green Architecture/Magic of Electrons) 

   Students will select the PLTW course they are most interested in taking, but due to scheduling constraints,
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BIOLOGY (HS4050)
Grade 8 - Full Year 
Prerequisite: Science 7

This course is appropriate for students who have demonstrated success in Science 7 and who 
can meet the demands of a rigorous course of study. The course content is aligned with the 
NYS Science Learning Standards for Biology, a high school science offering. In addition, select 
honors topics will be added to further enrich this course and to prepare students for future 
high school honors and/or AP coursework. This class meets for a single period daily and an 
additional lab period on alternate days. Students will complete a minimum of 1200 laboratory 
minutes. Students will take the Biology Regents examination at the end of the course and it 
will count as one-ninth of the course grade. Upon successful completion of the course, students 
will receive one high school science credit, and it will be the first science course to appear on the high 
school transcript. Students who decide not to enroll in Biology still have the opportunity to 
engage in future honors and/or AP science courses. To view the science course pathways, please 
review the course flowchart on page 19.

SCIENCE 8 (MS3200)
Grade 8 - Full Year
Prerequisite: Science 7

The course content is guided by the NYS Learning Standards for eighth-grade science. In this 
course, students continue with the investigation of physical and chemical properties of various 
elements and the study of acids and bases. Genetics and bacteriology are the two parts studied 
in the biology unit. The study of energy in the form of heat and light complete the course of 
study. This class meets for a single period daily. Students will take a local final examination at 
the end of the course. Students who select Science 8 will also select one of two Project Lead 
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PROJECT
LEAD THE WAY

SELECTION

PROJECT LEAD THE WAY – AC/MD (MS6345)
Grade 8 - Full Year (Alternate Days)
Prerequisite: None

Students enrolling in this course will engage in two units: App Creators and Medical 
Detectives. Students in App Creators collaborate to create mobile apps that make a 
difference in people’s lives. With a gentle introduction to programming, students learn 
how to make computers work together to put designs into practice. The course aims to 
develop computational thinking and build student excitement for programming. In Medical 
Detectives, students play the role of real-life medical detectives as they collect and analyze 
medical data to diagnose disease. Students solve medical mysteries through hands-on projects 
and labs, measure and interpret vital signs, examine nervous system structure and function, 
investigate disease outbreaks, and explore how a breakdown within the human body can lead 
to dysfunction.

PROJECT LEAD THE WAY – GA/ME (MS6365)
Grade 8 - Full Year (Alternate Days)
Prerequisite: None

Students enrolling in this course will engage in two units: Green Architecture and Magic 
of Electrons. Students in Green Architecture learn how to apply the concept of green choices 
to the fields of architecture and construction by exploring dimensioning, measuring and 
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GRADE 8 OPTIONS

English (select one): English 8 English 8 Honors

Mathematics (select one):  Algebra 1* Math 8

Science (select one): Biology Science 8*                 

                PLTW (select one): PLTW-AC/MD PLTW-GA/ME

Social Studies (select one): Social Studies 8 Social Studies 8 Honors

���P�X�V�W���K�D�Y�H���W�D�N�H�Q���3�U�H���$�O�J�H�E�U�D��

*Students who select Science 8 will select a PLTW course

Course Selection Planning Sheet for 2024 - 2025
Parents and students are encouraged to use this planning sheet when making course selections for next year.
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AP Computer 
Science A

Intro to Computer 
Science 

Programming
College Statistics

Geometry Applications

Intermediate Algebra 1

Intermediate Algebra 2 Functions & 
Statistics

Introduction
to Calculus

College
Calculus

Introduction
to Calculus 

Honors

AP 
Calculus 

AB

AP 
Calculus 

BC

Geometry or Geometry Honors

Algebra 2 or Algebra 2 Honors

Algebra 1

Electives

Foundations in Advanced 
Algebra

Computer Science for 
Innovation

AP Statistics 

College
Statistics

Mathematics

AP/PLTW Computer  
Science Principles 
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Grade 8

Grade 10

Grade 12

Grade 9

Grade 11

Biology Science 8

Earth Science Honors

Chemistry 
or 

Physics 
or 

PLTW Principles of 
Biomedical Science

or
College Oceans

or 
AP Environmental 

Science
or

College
Marine Ecology

Environmental 
Science

or
Forensic Science 

Crimes and Clues
or

Forensic Science
Investigations 

or
Topics in Science

Biology
AP Biology 

or  
AP Environmental Science

AP Chemistry 
or

AP Physics with Calculus
or 

AP Environmental Science

AP Chemistry
or

AP Physics 1
or

AP Environmental Science

Science

      9th Grade   /   10th Grade   /   11th Grade   /   12th Grade

Science & Technology Research Program

Earth Science  

Electives
PLTW Principles of Biomedical ScienceAstronomy

PLTW Human Body Systems

PLTW Medical Interventions

PLTW Biomedical Innovation

Forensic Science Crimes and Clues

Forensic Science Investigations
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