
High School East senior Emily Anne 
Peterson has been named a finalist in 
the Regeneron Science Talent Search 
program. Emily was one of only 40 
student finalists invited to Washington, 
D.C., where they participated in final 
judging, displayed their work to the 
public, met with notable scientists, and 
competed for awards, including the top 
award of $250,000. Although Emily did 
not take home one of the top 10 prizes, 
she was one of just three finalists from 
Long Island.

“This is a well-deserved honor for 
Emily Peterson, and we couldn’t 
be more proud of this amazing 
accomplishment,” said High School 
East Principal Dr. Kevin Simmons. 
“Emily’s quiet and unassuming 
demeanor masks the brilliance of 
a seasoned researcher who is well 
beyond her years. Her success has been 
realized due to her steadfast approach, 
insatiable work ethic and unparalleled 
inquisitiveness.”

Emily’s project is “Lecithin-
Retinol Acyl Transferase in 
Squamous Cell Carcinoma: 
The Relationship Between 
Oncology and Wound Repair.” 
Squamous cell carcinoma, a 
type of skin cancer, is lacking 
in the expression of Lecithin-
Retinol Acyl Transferase, 
a protein involved in both 
wound healing and cancer. She 
explored the role of LRAT in 
both wound healing and cancer 
progression by completing 
tissue culture, skin sheet 
formation, and analysis of the 

regulation of the genes involved with 
invasion, intercellular cohesion, and 
coagulation. Additionally, she explored 
the genetic sequence homologies of 
LRAT to other proteins of interest 
utilizing computer coding. Emily 
worked with Dr. Marcia Simon at 
Stony Brook University.

Under the direction of High School 
East research coordinator Maria 
Zeitlin, Emily submitted her research 
for recognition. “I am so proud that 
Emily has been selected as a Regeneron 
finalist,” Zeitlin said. “She has an 
intuitive sense for scientific investigation 
and a tremendous work ethic. Her 
selection does not surprise me as she 
has demonstrated keen insight into the 
mechanisms of wound repair and skin 
cancer cell mechanics.”
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Dear Community Members, 

Welcome, Spring! I’m sure that we are all ready 
to enjoy the sunshine and fair weather that will 
soon be upon us. This issue is filled with many 
accomplishments of our students and staff. I 
believe that you will be pleased when you see all 
that we can achieve as we work as a cohesive group 
to provide the best possible educational experience 
for the students of the Smithtown Central School 
District. 

As many of you are aware, the district has been 
pursuing the possibility of selling the New York 
Avenue property to provide us with a revenue 
stream. The district had entered a contract of sale, 
but the buyer has withdrawn their offer. In the 
meantime, the district has been approached by the 
Town of Smithtown to purchase the property. We 
are in preliminary conversations with the Town to 
explore this option and will keep you informed of 
our progress. 

In consultation with the Board of Education, 
the district administrative team has developed the 
annual budget for the 2017-18 school year. We 
have had two budget workshops already, and our 
final one will be on April 4th at 7 p.m. in the 
auditorium at New York Avenue. Please join us 
for the presentation of the final proposed budget. 
Our next issue of The Digest will provide you with 
much detail regarding the budget for next year and 
will remind you of our voting times and locations. 
Please remember to register to vote if you have not 
already done so. 

Enjoy this issue of The Digest!  

Sincerely,
James J. Grossane, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools
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In its continuing effort to educate 
the whole child, the district’s clubs, 
community service and wellness 
activities challenge students to become 
more well-rounded individuals. 

At Dogwood Elementary School, 
students engage in various practices 
throughout the school day to help 
keep them connected and focused. 
Some classroom teachers hold morning 
meetings to lay the groundwork and 
keep the class centered on the day’s 
activities. Other teachers engage in 
breathing exercises before testing or to 
calm the class. The Dogwood Yoga Club 
teaches students flexibility, mindfulness 
and relaxation techniques to help 
connect the mind and body.

Each year, Mills Pond Elementary 
School spends an entire day engaged in 
peaceful activities. Students are involved 
in mindful actions, such as various yoga 
poses, breathing exercises, peaceful songs 
and relaxation techniques – each of 
which are aligned with the district’s focus 
on social-emotional learning. Mills Pond 
also highlights the good deeds of its 
students with a “Growing Kindness Tree” 
wall, where leaves display kindness acts. 

Kindness boards are proudly displayed 
in schools throughout the district, 
helping to spread messages of positivity 
and cultivate a culture of respect and 
caring. Mt. Pleasant Elementary’s 
kindness board not only spreads 
kindness, but also teaches students about 
the impact of the words they choose. 
Students were asked to write kind words 

about each of their classmates, which 
helped build self-esteem and a sense of 
community in the classroom.

Tackan Elementary students recently 
signed pledges to be a “No Place for 
Hate” school, an initiative sponsored by 
the Anti-Defamation League to promote 
kindness, acceptance and diversity. 
Students also created puzzle pieces to 
create an entire Tackan puzzle. Each 
piece shows how diverse they are and 
how they all come together to form one 
larger community. 

Great Hollow student-athletes 
participate in annual Coaches vs. Cancer 
events to raise funds for the American 
Cancer Society. This year, Accompsett 
Middle School held a Cool to Be Kind 
week filled with five days of kindness 
activities. Sixth-graders created “These 
Little Notes” to be delivered to teens and 
adolescents recovering from depression 
in their community. Nesaquake Middle 
School participated in National Random 
Acts of Kindness Day on Feb. 17 by 
spreading notes of positivity around the 
school. Nesaquake also recognizes its 
students each month who are “Caught 
Being Kind.”

Prior to Valentine’s Day, the High 
School West junior varsity girls 
basketball team crafted more than 70 
special valentine cards for children at 
Stony Brook Children’s Hospital. In late 
February, High School East’s Leaders 
Club visited Nassau Suffolk Services for 
Autism School to spend the day working 
with the students. 
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ASBESTOS UPDATE

English Language Arts coaches 
Alyson Cronin and Trish Gallery 
have been working together to 
provide a uniform level of training 
to all of the district’s elementary 
teachers. Their combined efforts have 
helped enhance ELA instruction by 
planning, modeling, and co-teaching 
engaging lessons and activities with 
colleagues and their students.

Some of the tools used in teacher 
training include: 
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In the classroom, the two 

coaches have implemented 

author/illustration studies, 

animal research projects, used graffiti 

walls to capture learning and Google 

Classroom to inspire and motivate 

students. They have employed lessons 

from “The Reading Strategies Book” 

by Jennifer Serravallo and used 

revision stations to enhance student 

writing. 

Ms. Cronin, who coaches 

kindergarten, first and fourth grade, 

worked collaboratively with fourth-

grade teachers to adapt New York 

State’s curriculum module focusing 

on poetry using Sharon Creech’s 

“Love that Dog.” Ms. Gallery, 

who works with grades two, three 

and five, is currently working with 

fifth-grade teachers to provide an 

adapted module focusing on “Rules 

to Live By” and memoir writing. 

Both coaches partnered with district 

consultant Sarah Cordova to create 

process-writing units for each text 
type in grades K-5.

Ms. Gallery and Ms. Cronin also 
participate in regional and statewide 
collaboration. Ms. Cronin presented 
at the Fall DEI Literacy Conference 
on Integrating Google Classroom 
with ELA Instruction. Ms. Gallery, 
along with other Smithtown teachers, 
participated in a BOCES Regional 
Assessment Workshop to design a 

Grade 2 ELA Assessment. She also 

took part in a NYS Item Writer 

Workshop to construct items for 

the NYS ELA Assessment for 2018. 

Recently, she traveled to Albany to 

participate in a Final Eyes Committee 

to evaluate the 2016 NYS Grade 5 

Assessment. 

Teacher Sp   tlights: Alys
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